A different 
view 

Shawnee 
museum features 
art by female 


students from 
Saudi university. 


Page 1C 


Monday, October 30, 2017 
$1.50 


REACHING MORE THAN 475,000 PEOPLE EACH DAY 


National interest 


NEWSOK.COM 


ESPN is bringing its 
GameDay show to Stillwater 
for the Bedlam matchup. 


Page 1B 


e OKLAHOMAN.COM 


Lawmakers look to simplify 
funding formula for schools 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


State lawmakers are in the 
early stages of possibly chang- 
ing Oklahoma’s complex school 
funding formula, which has 
remained virtually unchanged 


E 


` 


for 36 years despite major shifts 
in public education and student 
needs. 

“The main reason the (fund- 
ing) formula hasn’t been touched 
... is when you mess with it there 
is going to be winners and los- 
ers,” said Matt Holder, deputy 
superintendent of finance and 


federal programs for the state 
Department of Education. 

Holder gave a presenta- 
tion Friday to a newly created 
task force that is charged with 
making recommendations to 
improve the state funding for- 
mula by the end of 2018. 

But any proposed changes 


would likely face political oppo- 
sition as it could result in some 
schools receiving less funding. 
“I’m sure there is a little trepi- 
dation by everybody,” said Mike 
Anderson, superintendent of 


Ada schools, who is a member 
of the task force. “What I think 
everyone has to understand is 


that those of us receiving state 
aid can’t operate on less. We are 
at the minimum at this point in 
time. We need some stability 
and the ability to budget, and 
with that maybe becomes amore 
simplified formula.” 


SEE FUNDING, 2A 


John Ringling North Il, 77, a descendant of the Ringling Brothers, talks Tuesday in Pauls Valley 
about his Hugo-based Kelly Miller Circus. North is retiring and has put the circus up for sale. 
[PHOTOS BY STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


THE LAST RINGLING 


FOLDS: 


THE 


BIG TOP 


FUTURE OF OKLAHOMA 


Ringmaster Rebecca Ostroff 
begins the show in Pauls Valley. 
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II watches almost every perfor - 

mance of Kelly Miller Circus — a remark- ~ 
able feat if you know the Hugo-based show 7 ‘A i 

North, 77, is the last of his famous circus family STAFF WRITER 
in the business. His grandmother was the original 
seven Ringling brother’s only sister. 
at the end of Kelly Miller’s season this year. The show was founded in 1938 
asthe Al G. Kelly Miller Brothers Circus and would celebrate its 80th anniver- 
sary next year if a successor is found. 
exotic animals, North said he wouldn’t be able to book Kelly Miller’s season 
next year unless he did it without animals. 

“That’s not the circus I grew up in and not how I want to carry on,” North 


W earing a white cowboy hat and sit- 
ting ringside, John Ringling North 
runs twice daily during its 33-week season. 
There is nobody to take the show on the road next year after North retires 
With many states and cities enacting bans on circus elephants and other 
said. 


Stuntman Fridman Torales performs 
with an aerialist in Pauls Valley. 
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ail nurse tried exorcism, witnesses say 


BY NOLAN CLAY 


Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


A nurse has been banned 
from working at the Oklahoma 
County jail after witnesses 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, help us to be 
kind to one another, tender- 
hearted and forgiving. Amen. 


reported she began an exor- 
cism rather than help a com- 
bative inmate. 

The inmate died the next 
day. 

The nurse, Linda Herlong 
Jackson, 67, of Oklahoma City, 


Classified 1D Life 1C 
Comics 6C Opinion 8A 
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denies the accusation. 

“Oh, brother,” she told The 
Oklahoman. “No. ... I didn't do 
an exorcism.” 

Detention officers reported 
the nurse said, “I revoke 
you demons,” as the inmate 


thrashedaroundand screamed, 
a sheriff's investigator said. 
One witness reported the 
nurse had asked first if anyone 
would mind if she performed 
an exorcism. 

A sheriff's lieutenant stopped 


the exorcism after arriving and 
being told what was going on, 
the investigator said. 

Sheriff P.D. Taylor banned 
the nurse Oct. 20. 


SEE EXORCISM, 6A 
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